
Wx Websites & Apps I have found useful for cruising 

By:  Don Kloeber, Seneca Sail & Power Squadron Wx Istructor  

No matter what kind of boating you do an awareness of the weather is a key component of planning 

and decision making… Here are some of the Websites and Apps I have used and find helpful. 

Note: I’m an Android user so you Apple folks may have to look for the counterpart to these. 

 

For everyday Wx forecasts:  

I use and like the Free NOAA Unofficial App - for Android Provided by Granite Apps  

     (Here is the Website link w/ more info & details)  a few excerpts below: 

This weather app is not affiliated with NOAA or the National Weather Service. Products provided by NOAA 
are in the public domain, and this app's use of those products is compliant with NOAA/NWS terms of use. 
This app provides forecasts, animated radar, hourly forecast, and current conditions, all in an intuitive and 
easy to use interface. Just the information you need, provided accurately, quickly, and for your exact 
location. 
If there is severe weather you will see a red warning icon in the corner of the current conditions icon. You 
can press this icon for more details. This app currently does NOT support severe weather alerts or 
notifications. NOAA is providing this service directly through cell carriers. You can read more about the 
service at http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/wea.html. 

There are a few features that make this App useful and easy to use: 

 It has 3 basic tabs – Forecast, Hourly – and Radar that allow you to select the type and level of 
detail you find useful 

 In the Menu – Tab Options – you can choose what data you would like to display from a list of about 
10 available.  We usually stick to basics Temp, Wind Speed, Probability of Precipitation but you have 
the choice to look in more depth if / when desired.  Having wind speed & direction is helpful when 
planning for the day’s activities whether a casual cruise of Lake Ontario crossing. 

 From the Menu you can select Forecast Discussion that presents the NWS Synopsis for the area 
you are in. 

 I find the written / graphical presentations much easier to comprehend and remember than listening 
to VHF Wx broadcasts 

 

For more detailed / graphical wind info: 

Many of us boaters have a desire for wind info – some of us wishing for or trying to find more wind 
others wishing to avoid it as much as possible.  Below are a couple of resources in addition to the 
above I’ve found especially helpful relative to the wind. 

NOAA Great Lakes Digital Graphical Webpage - http://www.crh.noaa.gov/greatlakes/?c=map&l=gl&p=a 

We have found this site useful for planning cruising on Lake Ontario (or other Great Lakes). 
It allows you to view graphically: Wave Ht, Wave Pd, Wind Speed, Wind Gusts, Wx, or Temperature for 
any of the Great Lakes.  It also allows a look ahead at forecasts for 5 days  

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstudio.weatherhere.free&hl=en
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/wea.html
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/greatlakes/?c=map&l=gl&p=a
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/greatlakes/?c=map&l=gl&p=a


 

Here are a few sample screen shots of the output. 

 

The wind speed and direction is displayed for 
the Great Lake chosen.  For those that have 
taken USPS Wx Course or otherwise familiar 
w/ the NWS Station Model you will recognize 
this as 15 kts Westerly winds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The corresponding wave heights for the above conditions are shown here. 

 

You will note the Wave Ht varies significantly 
for different areas of the lake. 

We have found this useful in trying to decide 
whether to proceed with a lake crossing or to 
stay in port another day or so to take 
advantage of improving conditions  

 

 

 

I have not done an extensive check on accuracy of the above sites but from anecdotal observations I 

would say the wind info is reasonably accurate with some higher values noted.  Wave heights are more 

often understated and can be greater especially mid-lake. 

I would recommend that the best use would be looking at trends over time and that boaters should be 

prepared for waves up to 25% - 50% greater. 

Note: By inputting a Zip Code instead of selecting one of the Great Lakes this site will provide typical 

NOAA forecast info for any location. 

 

  



Another Website I have recently started using is www.windyty.com    
If your device has location turned on it should automatically take you to your area.   

You can zoom & pan to view other desired areas.   

Info on the APP is available at the above website under “Tools” and a discussion forum and Q&A are 

available from the website. 

This site again presents info graphically including: Wind, Temp, Clouds, Precipitation, and Pressure. 

 

This is the Wind view for the same time period as the NOAA sites shown above. 

 

 

The WindyTV display for Sat Oct 8, 2016 with the eye of hurricane Matthew just off Pawleys Island, SC 

http://www.windyty.com/

